Abstract
Abstract Greenamyre, J. Timothy, William F. Maragos, Roger L. Albin, John B. Penney and Anne B. Young: Glutamate transmission and toxicity in Alzhelmer's disease. Progr. Neuro- Psychopharmacol. & Biol. Psychiat. 1988, 12:421-430 I. Despite intensive research, the cause of Alzheimer's disease is unknown. 2. Glutamate is the major excitatory transmitter of the cerebral cortex and hlppocampus and it appears to have an important role in learning and memory. In addition to its transmitter function, glutamate is a neurotoxin which has been implicated in the pathogenesls of a variety of neurodegeneratlve disorders. 3. Glutamate toxicity may play a role in the pathogenesis of Alzhelmer's disease. 4. Disruption of glutamatergic neurotransmission may account, in part, for the learning and memory deficits of Alzheimer's disease. Dementia of the Alzhelmer type (DAT) is a common and debilitating disease that affects about one in six persons over the age of sixty five (Khachaturian, 1985) . It is characterized by progressive memory and learning deficits and signs of cortical
